
65th International Seedless Dried Grape Producing Countries
Conference
18–21 November 2025 – Upington, South Africa
Main Session: 19 November 2025 – Kakamas

The 65th International Dried Grape Conference was held from 18 to 21 November
2025 in Upington, South Africa, bringing together leading dried grape producer
countries across the global value chain. Delegates from Argentina, Australia, India,
Türkiye, and South Africa participated in person, while representatives from
Greece, Chile, and the United States joined the conference virtually. 

As part of the program, delegates also took part in vineyard and facility visits in
the Kakamas region, providing an opportunity to observe local production
practices firsthand and to engage in direct technical and sectoral knowledge
exchange with the South African dried grape industry.

As conference officials, Mark King of Australia was elected Chairman. David van
der Merwe of South Africa was elected Vice Chair, reflecting enhanced
international collaboration within the leadership team. Ece Tırkaz of Türkiye was
selected Secretary, responsible for coordinating the administrative and reporting
functions of the Conference.

The Conference was opened by David van der Merwe, Chair of Raisins South Africa,
followed by a roll call led by Wessel Lemmer, CEO of Raisins South Africa. The
program featured country presentations alongside expert guest speakers
addressing key issues for the dried grape sector. Nico Koch, Director at Raisins
South Africa, delivered the keynote address titled “Beyond Borders: A Shared Vision
to Grow Global Raisin Demand,” emphasizing the importance of collaborative
promotional strategies and unified market development. Kobus Hartman (Pri. Sci.
Nat) presented “Management of Maximum Residue Levels (MRLs) of Crop
Protection Compounds for Market Access,” highlighting regulatory challenges and
the need for predictable, science-based pesticide standards. 
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Nico Hawkins delivered a session on “Transparency that Drives Efficiency: A Shared
Platform to Strengthen Global Market Intelligence,” underscoring the advantages
of data-sharing mechanisms in supporting stable international trade.

The Conference reviewed updated global supply indicators for the 2025 dried
grape season, providing a comprehensive comparison of production, beginning
stocks, and total supply across Sultanas/Natural Seedless Raisins, Golden Raisins,
and Currants. Global assessments indicate that total dried grape production for
the 2025/26 season will reach 1.085.715 tons, including Sultanas/Raisins, Goldens,
Currants and Green raisins. Sultanas and Raisins represent 919.260 tons, Golden
Raisins 72.204 tons, Currants approximately 24.251 tons and, Green Raisins
approximately 70.000. Compared to last season, global supply of Sultanas and
Raisins is expected to decline by 6.8%, and exportable volumes by 3.8%. Golden
Raisins supply is around 85.092 tons, while Currant availability remains stable at
around 25.708 tons and Green raisin is declared as 70.000. Overall, global dried
grape supply is expected to remain sufficient to meet worldwide demand in the
2025/26 season.

Participants of the conference also reached consensus on several strategic
priorities. Delegates agreed on the need for a coordinated international promotion
campaign involving producer countries and major buying markets to support the
growth of global raisin consumption. The details of this joint initiative will be
developed collaboratively and shared with stakeholders in the upcoming period.
In addition it was decided to investigate the implementation and promotion of a
public data platform that strengthens global market intelligence by enabling
efficient data-sharing mechanisms, reinforcing stable, predictable international
trade through improved information flow. Moreover, delegates highlighted the
importance of feasible, predictable, and harmonized pesticide regulations. They
emphasized that products manufactured fully in compliance with the legal limits
in place at the time of production become impossible to trade when those limits
are changed retroactively, creating unintended barriers to international
commerce. Given the long shelf life of dried grapes and the timing of production
cycles, participants stressed that these factors must be carefully considered when
establishing or revising regulatory limits. To formalize this shared perspective, a
joint position paper will be prepared on behalf of all participating countries.

The 65th conference concluded with a renewed commitment to collaboration,
transparency, and sustainable growth across the global dried grape sector.It was
announced that the 66th International Seedless Dried Grape Producing Countries
Conference will be held in London, United Kingdom, on 15 October 2026. 
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